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SAMUEL FHELPS, 
ACTOR AND MANAGER, 


It is a pleasing task to record the progress 
of Mr. Phelps. Whatever success he may 
have achieved, he has struggled hard to 
earn, for his whole life as an actor has been 
one continued study. However late he has 
been engaged at the theatre of an evening, 
soon after sunrise he has been diving deeper 
into the mysteries of his art. Tad he not 
have done so, it would have been impossible 
for him to have advanced to so elevated a 
position in his profession. A few years 
since, though then a talented actor, how 
different his position with the public. 

Like most of his brethren, he figured in 
his early days at an amateur theatre,* where 
his many successes created an anxiety to 
appear in public, and it was not long before 
he made an attempt at the old Olympic 
Theatre, the result of which was his accept- 
ing an engagement at a provincial theatre 
under the management of Mr. Downs.+ 
This was somewhere about twenty-three 
years ago. He remained three seasons, 
and then joined the Manchester company, 
where his ‘ business” gradually improved. 
Wakefield, Preston, and Belfast were next 
scenes of his exertions, and in the latter 
town he led the company. He then visited 
Dundee, Perth, and Worthing (Sussex), and 
lastly, Exeter. 

We now come to his debut before a me- 
tropolitan audience, on the 28th of August, 
1837, in the famous Shaksperian character 
of Shylock. A first performance satisfied a 
London audience that in selecting such a 
part he had not “o’erstepped the mark,” 
and his subsequent performances of Hamlet, 





* We believe in Rawstone-street, Goswell-rvad. 
+ Lessee of the York Theatre. 


of 








attended. At the close of the season, he, 
Richard III., and Othello, were very fully 
like all the rising men of the day, became a 
member of the great company that was 
formed for the restoration of a healthy stage 
at Covent Garden Theatre. Unfortunately, 
the company broke up in the middle of 1839, 
and in December Mr. W. J. Hammond 
entered on that unlucky speculation that 
ended in the loss of the small gains of many 
years —the lesseeship of Drury Lane Thea- 
tre. Mr. Phelps played a prominent part 
in Haynes’s famous tragedy, the “ Death of 
Rizzio’’—the only original work produced. 
during Hammond's brief career. He re- 
appeared at the Haymarket in 1840 as the 
Ghost in “ Hamlet,” and afterwards played 
second to Mr. C. Kean in the “ Rose of 
Arragon,” in which he beat the leading 
horse by a good length; he continued for 
fifteen months supporting second business, 
acd then seceded from the company. 

Most playgoers must recollect the won- 
ders that were going to be done at the Lyceum 
at the end of 1841, when the “ Hungarian 
Daughter” was produced under the title of 
“ Martinuzzi,” as the first of a series of 
plays by gentlemen terming themselves the 
‘*Syncretics.”’ Mr. Phelps and Mrs. Warner 
supported the leading characters, but after 
a short trial, the experiment proved a 
failure. 

On the opening of Drury Lane, he again 
enlisted under Mr. Macready’s banners, 
where he played Iago, Pierre, Hubert, 
Macduff, Farl of Lyhterne (Patrician’s 
Daughter), Bellarius (Cymbeline), Lord 
Tresham (Blot on the ’Scutcheon), Comus, 
Capt. Channel (Prisoner of War), Den- 
tatus (Virginius), Dunstan (Athelwold). 
Adam (As you like it), Stukely, Gabor, 
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Antonio (Merchant of Venice, &c.), &c. 
We have instanced his principal doings here, 
because we consider this engagement the 
mainspring of his life, for it established him 
as an excellent general actor. 

We pass over the three in one business, 
when Henry Wallack had three Macbeth’s 
and no Banquo, or Macduff, when Hamlet 
could not find a “ poor ghost,” or a “ mur- 
derous uncle,” and come at once to the 
opening of Sadler’s Wells on the 27th of 
May, 1844. 

The establishment of Sadler’s Wells for 
the performance of the legitimate was cheer- 
fully responded to by the public. It opened 
with a company containing a great number 
of favorites, and though not so powerful at 
present as at that time, they are still capable 
of representing tragedy and serious dramas 
with much effect. Mrs. Warner seceded 
from the undertaking in 1846, and, as might 
have been expected, her absence created a 
gap that has been found difficult to fill. 
Miss Laura Addison,debuted in the following 
season: and though she answered the pur- 
poses of Messrs. Greenwoodand Phelps, the 
ridiculous excitement that prevails on'y ina 
“ Wells” gallery, placed this young lady in 
a position that she has since been unable 
to maintain at any other theatre. Miss 
Cooper then for a season assumed both 
branches of the leading business, and since 
that time Miss Glyn has held the head place, 
a young lady whose powers are as superior 
te Miss Addison's as Mr. Phelps’s to Mr. 
Charles Kean’s, but who has never yet 
reached her popularity, and probably never 
will on these boards, as her conception is, 
generally speaking, too original to triumph 
with the ruling portion of the ‘“ Wells” 
audience. 

Mr. Phelp’s management has been 
chiefly confined to revivals; the only new 
pieces we can at present call to mind are the 
“ Priest’s Daughter,” by Serle, ‘‘ Feudal 
Times,’’ and “ John Savile of Haysted,” by 
White, “ Calaynos,” by Boker, ‘ Garcia,” 
by Tomlins, and “ Retribution” by G. Ben- 

‘nett. The ‘* Honest Man’s Fortune,” 
altered for the present stage by Horne, may 
also be looked upon in the light of a new 
work. But greater success has hitherto 


always been obtained by revivals, all of | Sir Gilbert 
which have received the greatest attention 
at the hands of the painter and decorator. 





always merited our praise, we have ever 
been at issue with the management on the 
want of novelty and spirit in the selections 
for the concluding portions of the entertain- 
ments. We have spoken several times on 
this point, and shall not at present allude 
to it further. 

Our opinions of Mr. Phelps as an actor, 
and the position he should occupy in the 
profession, have been repeatedly recorded in 
the pages of our Journal. 

As our readers are generally anxious 
about ages and birthplaces, we beg to in- 
form them Mr. P. is a native of Devonport, 
and was born in the year 1806. 

GARRICK FUNNYBONE. 





~ METROPOLITAN THEATRES, | 





ROYAL ITALIAN OPERA. 

Her Majesty, Prince Albert, and the 
Prince of Wales and Princess honoured the 
production of “ Der Frieschutz’’ on the first 
night of the season on Saturday last. Mr. 
Costa has placed this opera on the stage 
with the greatest effect, every minor part 
being powerfully filled. To Madame Cas- 
tellan was allotted the character of Agatha, 
which she filled with the greatest eelat, 
giving all the music with that swectness, 
and in that purity of style, that have been 
the means of bringing her so high in the 
tide of popularity. The great German 
basso, Herr Formes, showed an evident de- 
termination to make a hit in Caspar. Te 
certainly played and sung the part much 
better than it has been done for years, and 
the result was unanimous plaudits. 


HAYMARKET, 

Of French origin is the new and not very 
successful farce of the ‘* Three Cuckoos,” for 
though Buckstone and Fitzwilliam exert 
themselves to the utmost, it rarely terminates 
without hisses mingling with the applause. 
“Time Works Wonders” was revived on 
Tuesday ; this comedy so triumphant and 
successful four years since has undergone 
many changes in the cast. 





‘While, however, the five act pieces have 


1846 1850 
Goldthumb Farren Keeley 
Felix Hudson Webster 
Stuart Stuart 
Clarence Holt Howe 
Truffles Strickland Tilbury 
Bantum Buckstone Buckstone 
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Florentine Miss To lesone Miss Reynolds 
Miss Tucker Mrs.Glever MissP Horton 
Betsy Tulip Miss J. Bennett Mrs. Keeley 

“ Much Ado About Nothing” and the 
everlasting ‘‘ Wife’s Secret’ are in the 
week’s arrangements. 


ADELPHI. 

Jerrold’s pretty drama of the ‘ Mother,” 
originally played at the Haymarket, was re- 
vived here on Monday, aud was well received 
by a full andience. ; it contains a deal of nice 
writing and some pretty situations, but is 
rather too natural and life-like, to have a 
lengthened run before an audience who are 
accustomed to things extravagant. Celeste is 
delightful as ulalie, and Wright and 
O'’Smith as the comic and dreadful rascals 
were all that could be desired. Mr. Hughes 
has pleased us better. Paul Bedford. Miss 
Chaplain aud the remainder of the dramatis 
persone deserve our thanks. 

STANDARD 

“Macbeth” has been acted twice: the Lady 
Macbeth of Mrs. Honner was as usuil correc’, 
en-rgetic, an| effective: Mr. Lyon sustained “ the 
Taane”’ with great skill, but we fanci:d was occa- 
siona'ly incorrect in te text: the Macduff of Mr. 
Potter was careful and judicious. A nautical after- 
piece, in which Mr. Douglass sustains tse character 
of a Sailor with both skill and broad fun, has 
finished the amusements of the evening very suc- 
cessfully each night. Equestrian performances in 
the circle (not on-the stage) are promised for next 
week ; and it is stated thit several distinguished 
performers in that line—both biped and quadruped 
are engaged. 

CITY. 

There has not been any prticular novelty during 
the last few days. Egerton Wilks’s drama of 
“ Frank the Fool” has been revived under the title 
of * The Idiot Boy’ (we hate and decry this paltry 
system of changing the titles of well-known and 
popular drama-); and on Wednesday, the same 
author’s highly popular farce of the “ Jacket of 
Blue” was revived, an! appzared to please highly: 
the Jack Rudderley of Mr. H. Howard is spirited, 
and sufficiently embued with the nautical feeling to 
Pp ease all those who take interest in the “sons of 
the wave;” and, of course in a maritime ¢ untry 
like this, that includes most or all classes of soci-ty. 
The benefit of that deservedly great favourite, Mr: 
E. F. Saville, last week having, as we stated, been 
literally crammed, The entertainments of . last 
week were repeated again on Tuesday, and drew a 
crowded audieice; indeed, the house has been very 
fairly atteuded every evening. 

BRITANNIA SALOON. 

Crowds nightly assemble here to see the grand 
drama of “Lady Hatton.” Of the manner in which 
this piece has be2n put upon the stage, we have 
before had oo‘asion to speak in terms of praise. 
Mrs. Lane still occasions much delight and merri- 





ment with her charming personation of Bridget 
Gladden, and she certainly deserves great praise for 
her clever performance of that character. The above 
piece was followed on the night that we were present 
by a very cleverly-executed medley dance by Miss 
Charlotte Borrow, which obtained a well-merited 
encore. “Jacks’s, and Jack’s Brother’’ succeeded 
Mr. H. Carles personating Jue (the orphan), and 
making the aulience roar with laughter at his rich 
humoir. Ajfred and Jack Steady, two seamen, 
were played by Messrs. Movdaunt and Siwford in 
true blue sty'e. Mary Maybush, a mer-y-hearted 
country girl, found a most efficient supporter in 
Mrs, Lane, a character in which she always excels ; 
she was warmly applauded. ‘ Mary Clifford, the 
Apprentice Girl,” concluded. The part of the 
heroine falling to Miss Lacey, who performed that 
charac‘er in a most truthlike and impressive man- 
ner. And now fer afew words in favour of the 
course pursed by the lessee in conducting this 
esta! lishment, and also in favour of the manner in 
which the entertainments are got up and produced ; 
their quality is always good, and there is never 
anything allowed that can give offence to the most 
fastidious of the patrons, Mr. Wilton is deserving 
of praise for the manner i1 which he acquits himself 
in his capacity of stage manigyr. 


— ————— 


INSTITUTIONS 


*,* As in many cases Cards of Admission hive 
been received by us, when the multiplicity of our 
engage nents have prevented our attendance, we 
must request they will be forwarded as early as 
possible. 











CITY OF LONDON MECHANICS.-—GCULD SQUARE. 


A domestic misfortune prevented Mr. Blanchard 
Jerrold from filling the chair on the seventh quar- 
terly display of the elocution class. The excellence 
of the programme attracted a very large audience, 
so large that the room was uncomfortably filled, and 
many persons could not obtain even standing room. 
Independently of recitations selected from Dickens, 
Hood, Beckett, and other well known authors, Scenes 
from “Richard the Third,” and ‘‘ Venice Pre - 
se:ved,’”’ were represented. Probably a more ditfi- 
cult scene than that extracted from * Richard ’ 
could hardly be foun’, and therefore it was not to be 
expectel these gentlemen could make any great 
success in it, though we are happy, to say theirin- 
terpretation of it was by no means a failure. Miss 
Retrad was very eff ctive as Lady Anne; she was 
loudly applauded ; and but for the monotony in the 
delivery o° Mr. Adams, he would have made a pretty 
tolerable Gloster. Mr. Hill’s description of the 
“ Romantic Idea,” was droll and well’ inerited the 
warmth with which ic was received,, Miss M.A, 
Owen, a young girl, proved that she had not only 
léarnt her part but -had studied how to act it, 
Messrs. Gennery, Morehen, Thompson, Skevington, 
Bush, and Mr. and Mrs. Tho'nas were more or less 
successful in their efforts to amuse. Before closing 
there are two things we would recommend, the’ one 
is, never to commence an entertainment with a comic 
recitation, and the other to have a care for the comfort 
of the audience, by not issuing more!tickets than the: 
room will conveniently hold, 
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DRAMATIC INSTITUTION.—GOUGH STREET. 

A company of Amateurs played Sheridan 
Knowles’s ‘‘Hunchback’’ and the comedy of 
»‘Charles the II.” here on Saturday. ‘They were as- 
sisted by Mesdames Lansdane, Baddeley and Marsh, 
Mr. Carter and Mr. Milford. The gentleman who 
undertook the character of Master Walter, (Mr. 
Alexander,) though he never rose above common 
place, was perfect in the dialogue and played with 
some little care. The Modus, we believe Mr. Francis 
was better than most of his friends though his want 
of bye-play marred the effect of many of Helen’s 
points. Muster Wilford and Lord Tinsel, Mr, Sutton 
and Godsmark bore but faint resemblance to an 
Earl of Rochdale, and a puppy peer. The great 
part of the piece was Mr. Knox’s Sir Thomas Clif- 
ford—forgive us for joking, but really the worthy 
knight must have been practising street preaching, 
his tone so perfectly accorded with those public 
nuisances— 

He’s a lover, that when impetuous looks so peculiar, 
All his hearers wonder where lies the taste of Julia ; 
His doleful look and voice sepulchral all around 
amazes, 
Anon he stamps—then drives love, frenzy, passion, 
all to blazes. 
There was much comicality in Mr. Carter’s Touch- 
stone. The Julia of Miss Lansdowne was an uneven 
performai.ce--at times careful and subdued, at 
others hurried and monotonous. Helen isa charae- 
ter especially suited to Miss Baddeley: she is gay, 
buoyant, and leving—in short, just such a merry, 
light-hearted soul as Helen should be. 


CONCERTS OF THE WEEK. 


The entertainments in the musical world during 
the past week have been numerous and of a first rate 
character, but we have only space to notice the prin- 
cipal, and their leading features. 


HANOVER SQUARE ROOMS. 

The second of Mr. Bennett's concerts took place on 
Tuesday evening to a crowded audience at these 
rooms ; this eminent pianist was aided by M. Moli- 
que (violin), and Signor Piatti (violoncello) ; the 
Misses W illiams,who sang some beautiful sacred duets 
by Mr. Bennett, were the vocalists, and the pro- 
giamme was admirably arranged and equally well 
carried out. On Wednesday evening at the same 
rooms, M. Molique, an artist of true excellence com- 
menced a series of concerts; the programme was en- 
tirely composed of works of Molique, Mendelssohn, 
(including the latter’s pianoforte accompaniment to 
Bach’s chaconne), and a quartet by Spohr; and 
was efficiently interpreted by M. Molique and his 
pupil Master Carrodus, (violin), Messrs. Mellon 
(tenor), and Hausmann (violoncello), Mdlle. Mo- 
lique, (who will be greatly admired as a pianiste of 
much taste and brilliancy of execution), and aided 
by Miss Dolby’s well known vocal talents. 


EXETER HALL, 

The Wednesday concerts were attended by avery 
crowded auditory; the programme was ably sus— 
tained the Misses Lucombe, A. and M. Williams, 
and by Rebeccalsaacs ; Herr Formes, Messrs. Dela- 
vanti, Land, and Sims Reeves, (who sang Fra Peo, 


he Last Rose of Simmer, and the Death of Nelson) 
and M. Thalberg, being his lasb appearance. 


CROSBY HALL. 


The London Operatic Society had a concert here 
on Monday night, which was well acknowledged, 
The first part consisted of selections from the 
“ Somnambula ;”’ and the second part was a miscel- 
laneousone. The singers were, Mesiames Mayers, 
Hayes, Murrell, Dixon, Tweedie, and Messrs. 
Hancock, Day, Hardinge, Bannister, Bishop, and 
Mr. T. Roe, as pianist, and Mr. W. Winn was the 
Conductor. The music of the “ Count Rodolpho’’ 
was very effectively given by Mr. Hancozk, who im- 
proves every time wehearhim. The scena, “ Ah, I 
Remember,’’ was given with sweetness and ex- 
pression that drew down well merited applause. 
Mr. Day gave the well known ‘All is lost’ very 
purely and was much applauded, although it was 
evident he was labouring under acold. ‘The beau- 
tiful air ‘Do not Mingle,” by Miss Mayers was 
tolerably well sung, it wanted more finish, never- 
theless it was highly creditable; the choruses were 
for the most part given with correctness, the one 
begining ‘‘ Be Observant” was charmingly rendered, 
also that beginning with “ Here we’:] Rest.” Inthe 
miscellaneous portion of the concert there was much 
to admire, Miss Hayes gave ‘* Welcome Lady Fair” 
with feeling and sweetness; Mrs. W. Dixon met 
with a weli deserved encore in a morceau called 
“Twilight,’’ it was the gem of the evening de- 
cidedly. Mr. Bannister has great tiste, and with a 
limited voice managrs it very well; the ballad of 
‘* Mandoline” was worthy of the encore it met with. 
Mr. W. Wynn, who introduced ‘“ Philip the 
Falconer,”’ is deserving of our unqualified praise, it 
was a most splendid effort, his voice is full toned 
and flexible, he sings with feeling and expression, 
Mr. Day met with deserved applause in giving the 
ballad, ‘‘ There is a Flower,” it was sung very 
tastefully ; Miss Tweedie rendered the pretty ballad 
“The Beautiful Rhine!” very charmingly ; it was 
ala Vestris, the lateness of the hour prevented an 
encore, altogether the concert was a very ex- 
cellent one. 


8T MARTIN'S HALL. 

Mr. Hullah, who is an able instructor of the sci- 
ence of music, and who is deserving of great credit 
for his indefatible exe: tions, in bringing together the 
younger branches of both sexes, to initiate them in 
the art, gave a concert on Wednesday last at this 
hall, and was crowded in all parts as it well deserved 
to be, by a fashionable audience. Handel’s oratorio 
“ Judas Maccabeus ”’ in three parts was the perfor, 
mance of the evening. The chorus consisted of three 
through the music arranged for them by their tutor. 
hundred males ard females selected from Mr. Hul- 
lah’s first class, and exceedingly well did they go 
The voic-s harmonised very beautifully and they 
sung with a precision and distinctness that did them 
infinite credit, and it is but justice to say that Mr. 
Hullah is deserving of the highest praise, for his evi- 
dent labour, in bringing so many young people 
forward to do so much justice to the noble works of 
so great a master as Handel. As we entered the hall 
Mr. Whitworth began the air “ Arm ye Brave,’”’ which 
he executed with great skill and judgement, but his 





best effort was, ‘The Lord Worketh Wonders,’ 
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which was given with true pathos and was beautifully 
executed. The chorus following ‘‘ We come,” was 
rendered wlth great spirit, and was much app'auded. 
The air “Call forth thy pow’rs,” by Sims Reeves, 
was sung in his usual powerful strains; also, the air 
‘* How vain is man,” this was given with great feeling 
and simplicity ; but the crowning portion of Mr. 
Reeves’s singing; on this occasion, was the air “ Sound 
an Alarm,’’ which he had been eviden ly saving 
himself for, this met with an encore and was enthu- 
siasticaly applauded; ‘Here us, O Lord” is a 
splendid chorus, and was beautifully given. Miss 
Birch was in good voice and gave the air, “ Migh 
Kings,” very sweetly; the duet, Miss Birch and 
Miss Kent, ‘* O never bow we down,”’ is deserving of 
notice. The orchestra was complete, and did ample 
justice to the music, take the concert in the whole, it 
was most effectually performed and appeared to give 
universal satisfaction. 











CORRESPONDENCE, 








NOTICE — Our readers will please to ob- 
serve our publisher having removed to 113, 
Fleet-street, all communications to the editor 
must be forwarded there for the future, and 
that Mr. Hall, 83, Port-street, near Ancoats- 
street, is now our agent at Manchester. 
SwiveL,—We did not get the note in time last week. 
We think it must have occurred in consequence of 
our publisher moving to 113, Fleet-street. 
Macs.—We invariably notice every amateur when 
we see they merit it. If we were to speak con- 
scientiously of some we see make fools of them- 
selves, we could not answer for the consequences. 

J. Harcrave.—The Thames Tunnel has been open 
about seven years. 

Oxtymp1an.—Miss Fanny Vining will we expect 
play at the Olympic after Easter. 

T. T. (Islington).—We are well aware of the defi- 





ciency, but we cannot take upon ourselves to re- 
commend the engagement of Miss Fortescue, 
Miss Cooper, or Miss Vining. We leave that 
to;the manager. He ought to know on which side 
his bread is buttered. 

R. D. We have perused your drama, and cannot for 
the life of us unravel your plot. What do you 
mean by “ In the dread darkness of night, at that 
hour when all around is still and lonely, and the 
mouse creeps from out his hiding-place.’””?” We 
have returned the manuscript, oa would recom- 
mend the use of the pruning-knife so liberally as 
to excise almost the whole of the original. When 
you so far favoured the mouse, we think you 
might have thought of poor Pussy shivering on 
the tiles. 

Y. K.—You will find the article alluded to ina 
number, we think, in November last. 

Daramaticus.—There are a great number of coun- 
try actors up in Passion week; apply to them at 
the Garrick’s Head, Bow Street. 

J. W1tty.—The nearest publisher is Allen, War- 
wick Lane, Paternoster Row—you may get the 
back numbers there. 

J. M.—Please to address to our publisher, Collins, 
113, Fleet Street. 


T. Sxwet is thanked. Hewill observe our office 
i: now removed to 118, Fleet Street. 

J. T. (Birmingham), will hear from us weekly. 

Tue ITALIAN Operas.—We strongly recommend 
our readers and the public to apply to Mr. Stride, 
at his office, Bow Street, for tickets either for the 
above theatres or for Exeter Hall, for the Wednes- 
day concerts. 

T. Bowty.—It is rumoured that Mr. Spicer will 
have the Olympic. We are aware of the 
circumstance; for further information apply to 
the printer. 

PrtER.—We must have the article by Tuesday 
morning, or we cannot insure it being inserted 
that week. 





NOTICE. 

We have great reason to believe some per- 
son or persons, have been making use of the 
Editor’s name at various theatres and concerts. 
We caution all managers and proprietors of 
exhibitions, not to give any orders or adver- 
tisements, to any persons who may apply but 
be pleased to send direct to our office, 113, 
Fieet Street, as we do not employ any person 
in such matters, or authorise them to act for 
us in any editorial capacity or otherwise.. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 2st, 1850, 
——_o—— 
THE LONDON THEATRES. 
PRINCESS’S. 

The site of the present truly beautiful 
and elegant theatre has previously been 
appropriated to divers purposes, but none 
of sufficient importance to justify a length- 
ened, or indeed any specific mention at 
all. Oxford-street, or as it was (until very 
recently) generally called “ Oxford Road” 
is composed almost exclusively of modern 
luildings, and that which previously oc- 
cupied the precincts at present devoted to 
the theatre we are now alluding to, was 
originally erected shortly after the com- 
mencement of the present century, and was 
used at one time as a panorama, It is 
however no doubt better remembered by 
the public as a “ Bazaar,” in which posi- 
tion it attracted considerable attraction, 





and being well conducted and forming an 
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agreeable lounge, was at one time a place 
of some little repute, both for business and 
amusement. The larger dimensions and 
greater capabilities of its formidable rival 
opposite, the well-known Pantheon, how- 
ever, exercised a baneful effect upon its 


interests, and the “ Oxford-street Bazaar” | 


fell greatly into disrepute. In the year 
1838, Mr. Hamlet the well-known gold 
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meut, to which, by the way,a spacious and 
elegant concert and ball-room (the entrance 
to which is in Castle-street) are attached, 
was taken by Mr. Maddox, a gentleman of 
very great experience in theatrical matters, 
and moreover possessed of a considerable 
amount of exqu'site musical taste and judg- 
ment, under whose immediat? surveillance 
it was originally opened for dramatic per- 


and silversmith of Coventry-street, formed | formances with a first-rate class of opera- 


the idea (subsequently as it appeared so 
unhappily for himself) of erecting and ob- 
taining a license for a theatre—and this 
locality being deemed suitable for that pur- 
pose, the “ Oxford Street Bazaar” was pur- 
chased fur that purpose and speedily trans- 
formed into the gorgeous edifice which still 
attracts, and islong likely to do so, theu n- 
mixed admira'ion of the town. ‘The esta~ 
blishment was first opened to the public 
with “ Promenade Concerts,” then quite 
‘new in England, and as the concerts them- 
selves were well conducted and the public 
were eager to witness the beautiful new 
theatre, crowds at first flocked to witness 
and hear these musical entertainments, 
but eventually the speculation turned out 
unsuccessfully. The theatre first opened 
with this then novel species of amusement 
-in September, 1842. 

Of Mr. Hamiet himself it has been stated 
that the speculation proved the entire ruin : 
at all events it is certain that his gorgeous 
and long celebrated establishment in Co- 
ventry-street was broken up, and that he 
himself shortly afterwards sought and 
gladly ewes | a shelter for the remainder 
of his checquered career in the Charter 
House, where he recently died at an ex- 
treme oldage. An affecting anecdote con- 
nected with thissingular reverse of fortune, 


has been narrated with regard to two of 


the female members of this family but not 
haying an opportunity of obtaining per- 
mission to publicly narrate the circum- 
stance alluded to, and wishing to avoid un- 


necessarily interfering with the sanctity of 


private. life, we forbear doing more than 


simply mentioning that it reflects infinite 


credit upon all the parties concerned. 
Shortly afterwards. this splendid establish- 








tic entertainments and a capital company. 
This occurred on the 26th of December, 
1842, and under the management of this 
gentleman it has remained permanently 
without a chanze inthe managemest. The 
subsequent career of this establishment 
must be fresh in the memory of our read- 
ers: opera has firmed the staple commo- 
dity here offered to the public approval, 
and it must be remarked that while the 
works of foreign composers have been 
brought forward with both tas'e and pro- 
fusion, thos» of native productian have also 
been presented with much judgment and 
ability, amid the letter the original operas 
of Loder and Macfarren deserve especial 
mention The father of the first named 
gentleman at one time conducted the or- 
chestra here, a task for which his admitted 
musical talents well qualified him. Bur- 
lettas and farces principally from tne pens 
of practis d writers agreeably diversify the 
performances, while gorgeous spectacles 
and clever pantomimes, usually replete 
with ludicrous and witty allusions to po- 
pular subjects and shafts aimed at “ folly 
as it flies” are also made to contribute 
their varied aids to attract and please. 
There is nothing particularly worthy of 
record to be further said of this theatre, 
the date of this execution being so very 
recent; its frequenters number usually 
amid them a large portion of the aristo- 
cracy, for whom the style of entertainments 
selected are peculiarly suitable, while the 
spaciousness of its area and the correct 
acoustic principles upon which the build- 
ing is constructed, render it remarkably 
well fitted for the operatic purposes to 
which it is, as we have already stated, 
principally devoted. The debut of Miss 











nina 








T. 
com: 
nigh 
of it 
with 
of s 
peo; 
and 
quit 
appl 
rald 
succ 
iT] we 
“Ci 
will 
ess. 
will 


mur 
wee 
for | 
Mr. 


ther 
was 
pric 
ver} 
ann 
van 
phe 
cert 
by 1 
pai 
be 
can 
dra 
Mr. 
as t 


hav 
ami 
attr 
Sha 
“ T 
dic 
frie 
hib 
cha 
bio 
suc 
fon 
to 


urk 
Pri 
pri 
ef | 


the 








ice 


T's, 


1ce 











ne rae 





THE 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 





——— 





Louisa Pyne, a young English singer of 
great promise has recently attracted much 
attention to the Princess’s Theatre. W. 





PROVINCIAL, 
MANCHESTER, 

Theatre Royal.—The Jewess continues to be the 
commanding feature of attraction, crowded houses 
nightly manifesting their enthusiastic approbation 
of its brilliant effects. This is no new production 
with the theatrical world; but here in these regions 
of smoke, it-has completely captivated our towns- 
people, and must tend to make the manager, actors, 
and all concerned in its accomplished production, 
quite proud each night that it receives the hearty 
applause of the audience. The ballet of ‘* Esme- 
ralda’’ continues to follow in the “ wake’? and 
success of the Jesuit spectacle, the actors being 
“well up’’ in their parts. We perceive that 
“‘Cinderella”’ is in preparation, and anticipate it 
will be produced with the same spirit as the “ Jew- 
ess.’ With such liberal management, our “ Royal” 
will become popular and profitable. 

Queen’s.—This once extremely popular and re- 
munerative bijou of a theatre, after a trance of a 
week, opened its portals on Saturday, 16:h inst., 
for the benefit of Mr, Preston; and we regret that 
Mr. P.’s appezl was not more generally responded 
to. The bill of fare was a ‘host in itself,’ and if 
there is at'raction in variety and novelty, here there 
was a rare ireat. The drama of “ Hoffer” was the 
principal piece, in which Mr. P. acquits himself 
very well. Mr. “ Mat. Robinson’s’” name was 
announced in the bill; ard though we do not ad— 
vance anything of a personal nature against this 
phenomenon of the “ Manly Art of Self Defence’’ we 
certainly do not think the drama can be improved 
by the contributions of the a tists of “ portrait 
painting.” With some the “ striking” effects may 
be very telling; but the stage and the arena talent 
can never harmonise with admireis of the legitimate 
drama. The “ Lost Pledge’ was the finis in which 
Mrs. Widow as the distressed Needle Woman was, 
as utual, neat, effective, and pleasing in her acting. 

Springthorpe’s Wax Works. —This gentleman 
having maintained a wiuter campaign with us, 
amid a “sea” of opposition, in the way of other 
attractions, continues to partake of a very liberal 
Share of the public patronage. With us he is the 
“ Tussaud”’ of Manchester. His collection is ju- 
diciously arranged and in very classical style. A 
friend of ours, a short while since, visiting this ex- 
hibition, was so enraptured with it, that he pur- 
chased a descriptive catalogue, which contains a 
biography of the effigies; and he perused it with 
such avidity and interest, and treasures it with such 
fond remembrance, that it would be an easy matter 
to obtain it from him. The servants and all con- 
nected with this establishment are noticed for their 
urbanity of manner. The Views of Her Majesty’s 
Private Apartments are alone worth double the 
price of admission. And those partial to the drama 
ef blood need only visit the Chamber of Horrors, 
where he can procure imaginative food enough for 
the plot of a terrific, or asa little friend of ours 





would term it, as “ fierce” 
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and bloody a melodrama 
as was ever penned. Again, it contiins figures of 
all the distinguished mea and women of the past 
and present. 

Atheneum.—We sincerely regret that this place 
was not densely thronged on Saturday evening to 
hear the exquisite production of the never—\o—be— 
forgotten Robert Burns's “ Collars’ Saturday 
Night.” With respect to the undoubted musical 
ability the Misses Frazers exhibit, and the inte~ 
rest that is associated with the concert, by the de- 
scriptive traits of Burns’s character and works, by 
Mr. Frazer, there is no question but it is one of the 
most brilliant and well-executed cntertainments 
that was ever offered to a public; and reflects no 
merit on the taste of our intellectual denizens, not 
to have shown a more hearty response. We pro- 
fer them our best wishes for their future success 
They gave a similar entertainment on Monday 18th 
in Grosvenr Street, and we are happy that a better 
attendance was apparent. 

Casino.—This popular place of amusement still 
flows on with the current of success, The company 
are very clear, and keep on the most harmonious 
terms with their audiences, Mr, Davenay is quit 
a “constellation” in tis own peculiar sty'e. The 
manager apparently knows the easy method of ac- 
cumulating gold, without hazarding a cut-throat 
vovage to the diggings, by procuring talented 
artists. 

Colosseum. —Tae Chinese Carnival was produced 
on Monday, 18th inst., and in such a style that 
leaves Mr. George to be unrivalled in his masterly 
productions. The company are of a very sterling 
character, and suceeed in initiating themselves ia 
the good graces of the visitors of this mammoth 
structure of pleasure. 

Mechanic's Institute.—The celebrate1 and unfor— 
tunate will-o’—the-wisp adventure for the “ nimble 
penny,’—David Prince Miller has issued a ticket 
of invitation to his entertainment through the week 
On Thursday he sounds the tocsin ! and will trum- 
pet fort his Arabian Night Eutertainments, entitled 
“© Never Despair, or. the Ups and Downs of Life!” 
well any way to tufn an honest penny, but we must 
certainly sby that the renow: ed showman. sports a 
Falstaff like corporation that few cou'd boast of who 
had waded through a valyar fraction of the misfor— 
tunes and vici-situdes ofthe uncertainty of th's life. 
Mr. D. P. Miller, wil no doubt spin a good yarn, if, 
in the interim there is not a slip bet veen the cu 
and the lip. - As he stands in need, we trust he will 
have a good house and thut on the night of account 
he will be there, or thereabouts, and be “ himself 
again.”’ . 

The Distin Family.—This very clever musical 
family will be with us anon during the Easter week, 
It is said they have reaped a rich harvest among 
the Yankees; and are quite satisfied and guess and 
reckoning and calculation ia very acceptuble. 

Concerts for the People.—Handell’s Acis and Ga- 
latea was produc. d on Monday to a crowded house, 
Mrs. Sunderland sustaining the principal soprano 
very well. The projectors of this enterprise are 
“ making hay while the sun shines ;” and inasmuch 
as they profess to take ‘an interest in the musical 
amelioration of the ‘sons of toil’ it bespeaks a 
fine feeling ; but at the same time we are rather in- 
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clined to think they can keenly appreciate the 
** nimble pennies.” 


monologue, and it may now be considered as all- 
sufficient for its intended purpose. It forms acharming 


The Kemble Club.—This society of amateurs, which | post-prandial reunion, «nd, by bringing us into con- 


we have had occasion to notice on a previous occa- 
sion, intend giving a series of dramatic readings in 
the Mechanics’ Institution, Patricroft, on Monday 
next, the 25th. The entertainment will embrace 
selections from the Merchant of Venice, and other 
standard plays, and will be interspersed with several 
first class dramatic and comic recitations. We wish 
them all the patronage and support they deserve. 











POETRY. 


FAIN. 
BY R. W. T. B. 
O pain ! with thee 
We mortals dwell, 
Thy caves we see, 
And deem them hell. 





Yet oft we prove 
That still thou art, 
Sent all in love 

To cleanse the heart. 
Thou art a fire, 
Thyself all pure, 
That dost inspire, 
Renew, and cure. 
Withcut swect pain, 
The unbelov’d ! 
Sin’s hideous stain 
Were unremov’d, 
Blest be the creed 
That dreaded pain, 
Is not a weed 
Dropp’d here in vain, 
Sing, Spirits sing, 
Below, above, 

That pain doth bring 
The raitH of Love! 


TO MY LITTLE SWEETHEART 
Miss V. H. 
AN ACROSTIC. 
V ain are the words, however warm, 
I n which true love doth try 
C hosen beyond the world! to form 
T 0 its own spirit’s eye 
O ne half its passion and its pow’r, 
R eceive the tribute dear ! 
I nthe same faith that every hour 
A love of thee grows here ! 
Faitarut Heart. 








OUR CHATTHER-=BOX 


_The attraction of Mr. Bunn’s entertainment is 
nightly on the increase, and it is gratifying to ob- 
serve how it has commanded the notice and support 
of the dilettanti, as well as the best professors ; in 
fact, of all those who entertain sound and influential 
opinions on the histrionic matters, and all have 
alike expressed their interest on the very important 
subject treated on by Mr. Bunn. Since our last 
some judicious curtailments, as well as interesting 





tact with characters endeared to our recollection of 
olden times, rather resembles a conversazione than 
a mere formal lecture. Mr Bunn has received nu- 
merous offers of engagements from the provinces. 
Mr. Macready has taken his farewell of his friends 
and patrons at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. He per- 
formed a round of his favourite characters last 
ek. 
a Planche and Mr. Herbert Rodwell have 
thrown all their energies and tact into the new 
spectacle shat is to be produced at Druy Lane, at 
Easter. Brunninz, the artist to the establishment, 
is doing all he possibly can in the way of scenery 
and scenic effects. 
A new farce called “The Cricket Match,’ is in 
rehearsal at Drury Lane. 
Itis reported that Mr. Spicer is to be the future 
lessee at the Olympic. 
Mr. Davidson has made one offer for the Olympic 
Theatre. 
Mr. H. Betty, has been waited upon by a deputa- 
tion of the p incipal actors of the Marylebone 
Theatre, to take the future management after 
Easter. 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
ARIA MANNING, Gecrge Manning, Bloom- 
field Rush, taken from life during their 
trials.—A cast in plaster of Mr. O’Connor, with a 
plan of the kitchen where he was murdered. Models 
of Stanfield-hall and Potash-farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S EXHIBITION BAZAAR, Baker- 
street, Portman-square.—Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten.—Admittance, 1s. ; 
small room, 6d. extra. 


ASINO DE VENICE, 218, High Holborn.— 
Duly | icensed.—Mr. Packe.’s grand band will 
perform during the week the **Monmouth,”’ and the 








encored ; the ‘* Mars, Copenhagen, and Sweethearts’ 
poikas;” and a variety of favourite schottishes, 
valses, &c. Musical director, and conductor, Mr. 
Packer, Leader, Mr. Zerbini. M.C’s., Messrs, 
Jarvis and assistants.—Open at half-past seven, 
close at twelve—Admission, ls. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months....One Shilling. 
Six Months ....Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months .. Four Shillings. 


Published every Thursday Afternoon at 4 o'clock 
for the Proprietor, by Cotitns, 113, Fleet 
Street, to be had of . Vickers, Holywell 
Street; J. Allen, Warwick Lane, Scales 195 
Shoreditch and all Booksellers and Newsven- 
ders. Agent for the Surrey side of the water 
Harris, Blackfriars Road, Agent at Man- 
— W. Hall, 83, Port Street, near Ancoats 
treet. 








additions have been made to this interesting 
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new Irish quadrille ; the ‘* Donnybrook,” nightly 
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